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Abstract:

This study attempts to forge a new path in trying to understand the concepts of
sovereignty and self-determination in the Palestinian context. I argue that
understanding the continuity of resistance as a praxis requires an understanding of the
structural specificities of zionist settler colonialism in Palestine. This study focuses on
working to conceptualize the continuity of confrontation by Palestinian prisoners as a
model towards understanding the intricacies of resistance and reading resistance
historically. Specifically, reading hunger strikes as confrontation over time sheds light
on how we can read both resistance and the violence of settler colonial structures of the
prison system. I argue that the methodological assertion of continuity while reading the
experiences of “generation of rage” (the al Agqsa intifada generation, 2004-2017)
provides us with a deeply historical reading that helps us understand changes over time

of both hunger strikes and the settler colonial prisoner system.

Because so much of the existing literature on sovereignty and self-
determination emerge from a Euro-centric and international human rights paradigm,
current trends in Palestinian literature concerned with the topic reflect this conceptual
dominance. This study reflects an attempt to break this intellectual hegemony and read
Palestinian sovereignty and self-determination through a different lens. Orality, oral
history and ethnographic research has long been one the most important entry points
tor research among Palestinian prisoners. In this vein, this study is based on an analysis
of the direct account of prisoners from the generation of rage themselves. Over the
course of three years of fieldwork, I conducted interviews with more than 30 freed
prisoners. In addition, I worked in digital archives of the Palestinian newspapers and,
most importantly, in the archives of the Palestinian Prisoner's Club Association, which
include an extensive compilation of correspondences reflecting the details of each strike
in the historical period between 2004-2017. The Palestinian Prisoner’s Club

Association’s archive, in particular, is an indispensable tool for a historical analysis of the



hunger strikes. More over, both in terms of methodology and framing, I have relied on
the living approach as read through the experiences and vast intellectual production of
WalidDaqqga and his long and ongoing experience as a Palestinian prisoner in Israeli

prison complex.

This historical reading is based on a specific understanding of temporality
informed by the experiences of hunger strikes as a means of resistance over time,
culminating in the experiences of "al-Agsa Intifada generation." Specifically, many from
this generation described their experience as one of rage derived from their journey of
confrontation, which began effectively in their initial political consciousness associated
with the first Intifada, the stone uprising in 1987, leading to the subsequent phase of a
new path of partial political accommodation that ended in the uprising of Al-Agsa in
2000 and their opportunity to restore confrontation. Imprisonment and experiences in
the prison system in various forms, including the experience of the hunger strikes,
cannot be read as a journey outside of political life and action, thereby complicating the

outside/inside dichotomy of prisoner studies in Palestine.

The study reveals the transformations that have aftected the experiences of the
prisoners’ movement and the tactical use of hunger strikes, specifically since 2004,
which constituted a radical shake-up, including in the zionist settler colonial structure
of the prison system, and how these shifts affected the attempt and practice of prisoners
with hunger strikes. The account of the prisoners of Al-Agsa Intifada reflects a special
language of rage, directed both towards the colonizer (the prison system) and the

current Palestinian leadership.

This study covers several iterations of the hunger strikes culminating in the most
recent collective hunger strike in 2017. The intensity of the 2017 strike highlights all of
the contradictions accumulated over time and the formation of the “Generation of

>

Rage,” raging against, in their words, the dilemmas caused by the current political

context in Palestine. Massive questions remain lingering in the stories of those who



participated in the strike revealing both the transformations of the prisoner movements
and the changing nature of confrontation with zionist prison complex. Most
prominently, the political context in Palestine in 2017 affected how the hunger strike as
confrontation was both perceived and executed. Complications involved in the
outside/inside prison complexes (in reference to the actual material prison and the
prison of settler occupation) are both a result of past experiences and a potential way to

read the present and the potentials of the future.
This thesis is composed of five chapters:

Chapter One: Introduction. This chapter includes the theoretical framework,
methodology, and also includes a discussion about the challenges faced in the journey
of the research project. In addition to a general a literature review of secondary sources,
this chapter also includes a review of the literature specifically concerning prisoner

hunger strikes in Palestine between 1967 and 1993.

Chapter Two: Presents the political journey of al Agsa Intifada generation beginning
with their political awakening in the first Intifada (1987), through the era of political
compromise into the the Second Intifada/Aqsa Intifada (2000) and their entry and
experiences in prison. This chapter includes the stories of the the 2004 Hunger Strike as
political fighters became a prisoners and assumed a new yet similar fight against Zionist
oppression. Including in the ethnographic details of these stories are the struggles and
transformations in the prisoner’s stories, in particular concerning the conceptual
formations of sovereignty and self determination as it relates to the changing nature of

the politics of prisons and imprisonment.

Chapter Three: This chapter covers the concept of continuity as it connects the
hunger strike of 2004 with that of subsequent individual hunger strikes, mainly from

tolks in the PFLP (Palestinians for the Liberation of Palestine Party) political party. This



chapter also covers how these individual strikes paved the way for the general hunger

strike from the end of 2011 into 2012.

Chapter Four: This chapters covers the continuity of confrontation as it covers the
accomplishments of the 2012 hunger strike including the issues of solitary confinement,
which represent the worst of settler violence in Palestine in prisons. This chapter also
reveals the stories of prisoners from Fateh who decided not to participate in the hunger
strike, but nevertheless paved the way to the seeds of the 2014 hunger strike that was

mainly concerned with administrative detention.

Chapter Five: By way of conclusion, this chapter focuses on the hunger strike in 2017
as a kind of culmination of the experiences, concepts, dilemmas and possibilities of
huger strikes of the longer historical trajectory. This chapter presents a number of
questions about that particular hunger strike, the history that brought it about, in
particular the ongoing conceptual questions regarding sovereignty and self

determination, and the present and presence of a narrative of rage.
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